
 Enrichment Coordinator 
 

 Mrs. Flynn has established many unique en-

richment activities for students K-8. She has a BA 

from Boston College with a focus on Child Psychol-

ogy and Education. She enjoys the opportunity to 

work with the children, parents & staff!  

 If you have any questions or comments please 

call her at 526-4512 or e-mail rflynn@harborps.org. 

 

Additional  Activities include: 
 

-Facilitates assemblies 

-Contacts & makes arrangements for guest  

  speakers 

-Responsible for added revenue from School Store 

and both Talent Shows 

-Active in fundraising efforts e.g. Shay Carnival, 

book fairs 

-Publicizes events with pictures & articles to  

 News Media 

-Covers classrooms/office when needed 

-Joins IEP team in certain cases 

Mrs. Ruthie Flynn 

Karey Scholten, Principal 

175 E Lake St 
Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

231-526-4512 
Fax 231-526-4534 

www.rflynn@harborps.org 

 

Harbor Springs Public Schools 
ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 

 

• Blackbird Elementary 

• Shay Elementary 

• Harbor Springs Middle School 
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Enrichment For All Students 

Students in Harbor Springs have many enrichment activi-

ties designed for them as individuals and groups. The dis-

trict offers a strong academic program throughout the 

grades where students are treated as individuals with 

unique strengths and abilities. Classroom teachers work 

diligently to provide an academic program that meets the 

needs of all of their students.. The Enrichment Program 

brings additional opportunities to elementary and middle 

school students beyond the classroom. 
 

         In The Classroom 

Classroom teachers take pride 

 in their responsibility for all  

students. Teachers feel it is 

 important to meet a variety of 

 student needs. They vary read- 

ing groups, math assignments 

and written work. When needed, teachers and other pro-

fessionals design individual plans for students with 

unique abilities and skills. In addition to the many activi-

ties and events that happen throughout the year, the 

various grades provide unique experiences for their stu-

dents (i.e. third grade students design and demonstrate 

projects at a Science Fair; fourth grade students read 

sixteen books as a team and then compete in the Battle 

of the Books). Students participate in a number of field 

trips that support our curriculum (overnight trips in 

fourth grade to Camp Daggett, an overnight in fifth 

Middle School Enrichment  Opportunities 
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National Geographic Bee: Official materials are distributed to stu-

dents. Classroom competitions are held and winners participate in the 

School Bee. The winner takes a written exam to qualify for state 

competition. 

National Spelling Bee: Classroom winners compete in the School Bee. 

Two students will go on to the County Bee, typically held at Shay.

( Mrs. Flynn coordinates 14 area schools) 

Mock Elections: Eighth graders worked with the City Clerk & Mrs. 

Flynn to give students a realistic voting experience.  Kids used actual 

voting booths and official registration forms. 

Presidential Mock Debate: Students prepare speeches and argue 

their points of view in front of school audiences. 

Talent Show: Through the process of auditions and rehearsals stu-

dents learn what goes into putting on a SHOW. Kids perform as well 

as MC or help with the sound, lights, and programs. 

Debate Club: Eighth graders learn to compete with debate format. 

Communication and team work are key components. Students travel 

downstate to compete.  

Career Exploration: Parents and community members are contacted 

to share valuable life experiences for career classes. 

Math Olympiad: Middle school students learn problem solving skills 

and compete over a five month period. 

Science Olympiad: Middle school students learn science problem 

skills and compete. 
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Jeopardy Competition: Fifth graders enjoy the challenge of 

various questions from such topics as Geography, Science and 

Math.  

Math Problem Solving :These third grade lunch time activities  

stretch the imagination in the world of numbers. 

Acts Of Kindness: Students are nominated by staff for acts 

of kindness. They organize fundraisers for various causes, 

such as the Salvation Army, Tsunami victims etc. 

Poetry Jamboree: Everyone is invited to submit poetry.  Se-

lected winners read aloud in Library classes and for the School 

Board. 

Talent Show: Every year there is a sold out crowd to watch 

the many talents of our Shay kids! We encourage children to 

be creative in their acts. We hold auditions & rehearsals.  Kids 

can also help with tickets, curtains, sound etc. 

Memory Challenge: This activity has been such a success at 

Blackbird we continue it at Shay. The poems or pieces (such as 

the Preamble) are longer and more difficult. Students are re-

warded for all nine poems. 

 

 

 

 

Shay Enrichment Opportunities 
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grade, and a major trip in eighth grade; other day trips 

include Sleeping Bear Dunes, Whitefish Point, Soo Locks, 

Mackinaw, the Flywheelers, Cheboygan Opera House and 

more). 
        Our “Specials” Opportunities 

Elementary students have substantial 

time with music, art, gym, and Spanish. 

Students in fifth grade also have Tech 

Ed and begin instrumental music. All 

students take a series of swimming 

lessons every year. Library and 

computer lessons are also provided on 

a weekly basis. Music concerts, Track/Field Day, Band 

performances, and student art fairs showcase student 

work. In addition, with the support of Crooked Tree Arts 

Council, we also offer a Strings program for those stu-

dents wishing to learn violin, viola, cello, or bass. Choir & 

Dance are also offered after school. 
 

                            Parent Involvement 

Parents are important partners in their 

child’s education and are active in our 

c lassrooms.  They teach ELF 

(environmental) lessons) ,  assist with 

the Publishing Center, work with stu-

dents in Parent-Run Reading Groups, and are key mem-

bers in individual student planning committees.  
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 Blackbird Enrichment Opportunities 

.Monthly Memory Challenges: Students memorize monthly 

poems & recite to Mrs. Flynn, up to 80% student participa-

tion! !  Children receive special  recognition for all the poems! 

Wee Mail: Second grade students run the Blackbird Post Of-

fice. The children fill out applications, take postal exams, and 

carry out their official duties to ensure 

 all the mail is stamped, sorted and delivered properly. 

Publishing Center: Every week children come to publish their 

books  with great enthusiasm!  Students are interviewed by 

adults for the authors’ page.  They do their own illustrations. 

The books are typed & bound.  

Second Grade Lunch time Activities: Spelling  & Math facts 

are practiced in a variety of fun & creative ways throughout 

the year. 

Poetry Contest: Second graders are invited to submit one of 

their very best poems! 

Winners will read their work aloud in the Library and for the 

School Board. 
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Shay  Enrichment Opportunities 

 
Incredible Edible Contest: Students kick- off the year with 

this creative activity. Kids brainstorm ideas, create an edible 

object, name it & write a short story about it. Great Fun! 

School Speech Contest: Every child in the 4th & 5th grade is 

given the opportunity to make a presentation. Past topics have 

included: “When I Grow Up” (with research) and  “How Kids 

Can Make a Difference in the World”. 

School Newspaper:  Fifth grade students learn how to organ-

ize, prioritize & meet deadlines. They learn to make a paper 

interesting & informative yet fun! 

Debate Club: Interested fifth graders join to have the 

chance to battle a hot topic. They learn to research, analyze, 

think quickly and speak well. Communication and team work are 

key components. 

School Store: Fifth graders learn important job skills such as 

customer relations, making change, ordering merchandise, etc. 

Profits directly benefit student activities. 
Spelling Bees: Lunchtime bees begin in 2nd grade and continue 

throughout Shay years. The Fifth Grade School Bee produces 

2 winners that will go on to Char/Em “County” Bee which is 

hosted at Shay. This Char-Em Competition includes 14 or more 

area schools. 


