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Hello and welcome to 5th grade!  I’m thrilled 
to be a part of the 5

th
 grade team.  We have an excit-

ing year planned and I look forward  to meeting eve-
ryone.  This year your child will rotate through the 3 
classrooms. Mr. Erdmann teaches Social Studies, 
Ms. DeBeck teaches Science and I will have every-
one for Math.  This has worked well for us and we 
plan to continue with a similar schedule. 

I am not originally from Michigan but love 
living here now.  I grew up in Iowa and graduated 
from the University of Iowa with a BS in Elementary 
Education with a specialization  in reading.  My first 
job was Title 1 reading  working with middle school-
ers. I have taught a 3/4th mullti-age classroom in Des 
Moines, Iowa and 4th grade in Cleveland , Ohio.  Our 
next move landed us on an island in the Pacific called 
Saipan.  I developed and taught an English as a Sec-
ond Language Program (K-5) there for a private ele-
mentary school.  12 years ago we made the move to 
Harbor Springs and now call this our home.  

Before moving into my present position I 
worked in the Title 1 program helping students im-
prove their math skills.  My  basic philosophy is that 
every child can be successful!  We all have varied 
learning styles and work at different rates but with 
hard work and determination  every child can accom-
plish wonderful things.  I believe the classroom needs 
to be a safe, and caring community that  is respectful 
to everyone.  I have high expectations for your child 
and will communicate these expectations regularly. 

Learning is a lifelong endeavor.  I hope to 
always bring new, fresh ideas to the classroom.  I’m 
looking forward to the new year with your child! 

 
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊ 
 

 If you have any questions or concerns, please 
 call my voice mail at school (526-4510) and leave a  
message.  I’ll get back to you as soon as possible. 

 

 

 
 

  

Expectations and Goals for 5th Grade 

� Math 

o All 5th graders must know their 

multiplication facts! 

o Read and write large numbers 

to the billions and decimals to 

the thousandths. 

o Multiply 3 digit by 2 digit num-

bers and divide by 2 digit divi-

sors with remainders. 

o Add, subtract and multiply 

fractions. 

o Begin to study algebra con-

cepts. 

� Language Arts 

o Explore various types of litera-

ture. 

o Correctly spell grade level 

words. 

o Develop, edit and publish vari-

ous writings. 

o Write neatly and legibly. 

o Communicate effectively with 

others. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� Science 

o Demonstrate and describe the 

earth’s movement. 

o Describe how sound travels 

through matter. 

o Use a microscope to compare and 

contrast cells. 

o Dissect, identify and label parts 

of plants and animals. 

O  Identify the 10 systems of the   

 body. 

 

� Social Studies 

o Major theme will be American 

History, beginning with 1830. 

o Exploration of the new world and 

early settlements. 

o Linking economic concepts to the 

colonies. 

o Types of maps and the 5 themes 

of geography. 

o Current Events. 

 

We are working to develop field trips that 

directly link to the classroom curriculum! 
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This year our 5th grade team will be working together to give students exciting 

educational experiences.  Your child will be switching classes for math, science 

and social studies.  We feel the students will be able to receive more material in 

greater depth, as we are able to focus our teaching in specific areas 


