Harbor SpringsMiddle School
Instructor: Mrs. Nancy Nagurka
nnagur ka@harborps.org
231-526-4713

Subject: Seventh Grade Social Studies
Geography of the Eagern World

Course Outline

[. Unit One
A. Tools of ageographer
1. Maps
2. Chats
3. Graphs

4. Geographic Information Systems
B. Culture and popuktion
C. Resources and world trade
D. People and the environment
[I. Unit Two
A. Audradlia
B. Oceania
1. Novd: TheBomb by Taylor
C. Antarctica
[11. Unit Three
A. Africasouth of the Sahara
B. TheMiddle East
C. TheHolocaug
1. Novd: TheDevil@ Arithmetic by Yolen
D. TheCaucasusand Central Asia
E. Russa

A. Asa oveaview

B. India

1. Gandhi
C. China
1. Novd: TheRed Sarf Girl by Jang

. Japan and the Koreas

Indonesia

Southeast Asia

mmo

Resources:

State of Michigan Content Standadsfor Sodal Studies

Text book: Geography TheWorld and its People, Glencoe Publishers, 2002
Media Center and onlineresearch resources

Novdslisted in outlineabove

ArcView GIS mapping software



Grading:

Grading Categories Percent of Grade
Tests/Quizzes/Projects* 40

¥ Chapter or unit tests

¥ Quizzes

¥ Independent or groupreading, research, or GIS mapping projects
Daily Work/Homework 40

¥ Daily assgnments*
¥ Homework assignments*
Student Skills 20
¥ Being prepaed and ontimefor class
¥ Congstent and prope use of planne
¥ Responsble use of time, materials and appropriate interactionswith other
members of theclass

*All projects, homework assignments, and many daily assignments will receive 2 grades.
Oneisacredit/no credit gradefor bang complete and handed in ontime. Thisgradeis
separate from and in addition to thegradefor the assignment and cannotbe made up. The
other gradeisfor the homework or project content.

Grading Scale:
A 93-100
A- 90-92
B+ 87-89
B 83-86
B- 80-82
C+ 77-79
C 7376
C- 70-72
D+ 67-69
D 63-66
D- 60-62

Attached to this syllabusis a copy of the content standadsfor midde school soad
studies from the Michigan Department of Education. Seventh grade soda studiesin
Harbor SpringsMiddle School is based uponthese standads.



Michigan Social Studies Content Standards for
Seventh Grade Social Studies

Coordinaed throughthe Soda Studies Curriculum Mapping Process
Harbor SpringsPublic Schools
20012002



Social Studies/Strand 1/Content Standard 1/Middle School

Benchmark 3

Select a contemporary condtionin Africa, Asia, Canada Europeand Latin Americaand
trace some of themajor historical originsof each.

Benchmark Clarification:

Forces fromthe past have shagped theworld of today. Many decisonsmade centuries ago
have had far-reaching consequences, affecting present-day life. Settlement paterns
govenmenta and religiousinfluences as well as uses of resourcesin earlier times all
contribute to the conditionsfoundin a country or region now. This could even be
compared to oneld own life. Thedecision to moveto a new néghbothoodcan affect what
school oneattends the hous in which onelives and even where oneshops

Socia Studies/Strand I/Content Standard 2/Middle School

Benchmark 2

|dentify and explain how indvidudsin history demongrated goodcharacter and persond
virtue

Benchmark Clarification:

Goodcondud, moral actions and integrity of character demongdrate goodcharacter and
persond virtue In other words, a person Qloing the right thingGin any situaion would
portray goodcharacter and persond virtue 1t@ thedesire to do good,even if no oneis
going to notice or recognize the action. For example, George Washington demondrated
goodcharacter by freeing all of his daves uponhis death, and Abraham Lincoln showed
persond virtue by writing the Emandpation Prodamationin 1863

Socia Studies/Strand I/Content Standard 2/Middle School

Benchmark 2

|dentify and explain how indvidudsin history demongrated goodcharacter and persond
virtue

Benchmark Clarification:

Goodcondud, moral actions and integrity of character demongdrate goodcharacter and
persond virtue In other words, a person Qloing the right thingGin any situaion would
portray goodcharacter and persond virtue 1t@ thedesire to do good,even if no oneis
going to notice or recognize the action. For example, George Washington demondrated
goodcharacter by freeing all of his daves uponhis death, and Abraham Lincoln showed
persond virtue by writing the Emandpation Prodamationin 1863

Socia Studies/Strand I/Content Standard 2/Middle School

Benchmark 3

Select conditionsin variousparts of theworld and describe how they have been shgped
by events fromthe past.

Benchmark Clarification:



History isnotsimply alist of dates and events. Rather it is a series of causes and effects,
sequeances and continuuns. By undestanding events of the past, what caused them and
why certain decisonswere made, students can more easily comprehend the situdions
they see in theworld today. When students study and comprehend the past they can
connect with the present and plan for thefuture. This connectedness should hdp students
to more fully undestand the past of their own country and theworld while appreciating
the present.

Socia Studies/Strand I/Content Standard 2/Middle School

Benchmark 4

Use historical biographies to explain how events from the past affected thelives of
individuds and how some individuds influenced the course of history.

Benchmark Clarification:

Historical biographies are life stories written aboutpeople from the past. These texts
provide a seconday interpretation of thelives and experiences of historical individuds.
Students will read these seconday sources and use them to explain how past events
affected people@ lives and how those people influenced the course of history.

Socia Studies/Strand I/Content Standard 3/Middle School

Benchmark 2

Andyze interpretationsof maor events selected from African, Asian, Canadian,
European and Latin American history to reveal the perspectives of the authors.

Benchmark Clarification:

Orhere are two sides to every story.Ois asaying that students often hear. This same
statement can aso be applied to the study of history. When looking at events fromthe
past it is necessary to be aware tha there is more than onestory to betold. Each side of
an issue needsto beconsdered in order to hdp the student develop a better
undestanding of thesituaion. This also encourages critical thinking and theretention of
theinformation studied.

Social Studies/Strand I/Content Standard 3/Middle School

Benchmark 3

Show tha historical knowledgeis tentative and subject to changeby describing
interpretationsof the past that have been revised when new information was uncovered.

Benchmark Clarification:

Historical knowedgerefersto thelearning and information that is accumulated over the
years. Much of thisinformationis subject to change or tentative, depending on wha new
knowledgeisfoundin later years. For example, during thetime of the 1690s(and
earlier), many peoplein the United States bdieved tha witches really existed and tha
they were responsble for much of the sickness and deaths suffered in the American
colonies. However, as time went on, people began to realize and undestand tha there
were other causes and explanationsto explain wha was happening. In other words



people@ conaeptions historically, of the occurrence of natural phenomena(i.e. sickness
and disease) mug now be reassessed to allow for the new information. In othe words it
was determined that sickness and disease is caused by naure, notdevils and witches.

Socia Studies/Strand I/Content Standard 4/Middle School

Benchmark 2

Identify mgjor decisionsin thehistory of Africa, Asia, Canada Europeand Latin
America, Andyze contemporary factors contributing to thedecisonsand consder
aternative courses of action.

Benchmark Clarification:

By looking to the history of aregion or county, studentsincrease thar knowledgeof
significant events, people, ideas and forces tha shgoed tha area. Thepast isfrequently
used to illuminae contemporary events. Students should interpret and andyze various
historical sourcesin order to express thar ideas abouttheworld today. Throughthis
study, they are better able to comprehend the decisonsand actionstha take placein
counties aroundtheworld

Social Studies/Strand 1/Content Standard 4/Middle School

Benchmark 3

|dentify theresponses of individuds to historic violationsof human dignity invaving
discrimination, persecution and crimes agang humanity.

Benchmark Clarification:

Inddents of persecution, discriminaion and crimes agang humanity can befound
throughouthistory. People have reacted to such eventsin avariety of ways both postive
and negaive. By studying some of these inddents and discussing how people chos to
act, students will be better prepared to face stuaionsinvolving discrimination and
persecutionin thar own lives. Examples of alternaive actionswill hdp to prepare them
to make wise choices when faced with such dilemmas.

Socia Studies/Strand 11/Content Standard 1/Middle School

Benchmark 1

Locate and describe the diverse places, cultures, and communities of major world
regions

Benchmark Clarification:

L ocation offers usa starting point for exploring the world. By asking, QVhereis it?0
students can locate places with relative and absolute postionson the earth. For example,
Detroit isin southeastern Michigan across the Detroit River from Wind=or, Canada Its
absolute locationis42 N, 83 W. Thenext step, describing these locationsidentifies the
physcal and cultural featurestha give an areaitsidentity. This provides students with a
framework for studying the world.



Socia Studies/Strand I1/Content Standard 1/Middle School

Benchmark 2

Describe and compare characteristics of magjor world cultures induding languaye,
religion, bdief systems, gende roles and traditions

Benchmark Clarification:

In order to make sense out of the myriad of facts that a ssudent encountersin theworld it
IS necessary to categorize informationinto variouscharacteristic groups In the study of
geography some of these groupswould indudelanguage, religion, bdief systems, gende
roles and traditions Astheimportance of a globd education increases an undestanding
of thelandsand cultures of theworld becomes more and more important.

Social Studies/Strand I1/Content Standard 1/Middle School
Benchmark 3
Explain why people live and work as they do in different regions

Benchmark Clarification:

Many factors go into explaining why a person lives where they do and why they have a
paticular lineof work. There are many reasonswhy cities are located where they are,
why some places experience growth while others decline When students begin to look at
these issues they beter undestand settlement paternsand occupdiond trends When
examining these factors and drawing condusons students are engaged in thedecision
making process as well as doing evaluaion.

Socia Studies/Strand I1/Content Standard 2/Middle School

Benchmark 1

Locate, describe and compare the ecosystems, resources, and human environment
interactionsof major world regions

Benchmark Clarification:

Every place on earth is made up of acomposte of natural geographic settingsinfluenced
by humansand their behaviors. By locating, describing and comparing these systems the
student will organize information abouttheworld regions The physcal environmentis
modified by human activities. The earth@ physcal features and processes influence
human activities. Knowledgeof these systems and interactionsenables the student to
develop an undestanding of their world.

Socia Studies/Strand I1/Content Standard 2/Middle School
Benchmark 2

L ocate maor ecosystems, describether characteristics, and explain the process tha
created them.

Benchmark Clarification:



By locating and describing major ecosystems aroundthe world, students can begin to
undestand environmental problems that affect people@ livesin al parts of theglobe
Starting with the basic facts of how an ecosystem is created and how it survives students
can begin to see theimportance of thinking aboutglobd environmental problems. They
can investigate how people are finding solutionsto or continung to ignote these
dilemmas as they research variousissues within the ecosystem.

Social Studies/Strand I1/Content Standard 2/Middle School
Benchmark 3
Explain theimportance of different kindsof ecosystems to people.

Benchmark Clarification:

In theworld today, we cannotlisten to anews report or read a magazine or nevspaper
withoutlearning abouthow we are connected to the world aroundus For example, one
of the better known ecosystems in theworld, thetropical rain forests, nurtures nearly hdf
of the planet@ plant and animal species while occupying less than seven percent of the
world@land area. By studying rain forestsin depth, students can make connections
between this area and their own lives, hopdully drawing condusonson how to preserve
it.

Socia Studies/Strand 11/Content Standard 2/Middle School

Benchmark 4

Explain how humans modify the environment and describe some of the possible
conequeaces of thoe modifications

Benchmark Clarification:

People have the potential to modify thar physcal surroundngspostively aswell as
negaively. Theresults of these modificationscan belonglasting and of globd
consquences. Besides affecting the environment, these consequences can be of a sodal,
econonic or political naure. Students need to look at a variety of aspects when
evauaing geographic processes. By undestanding these concepts, students are better
prepared to make informed and successful decisionsaboutthar environment in the
future.

Social Studies/Strand |1/Content Standard 2/Middle School

Benchmark 5

Describe the consquences of human/environment interactionsin several different types
of environment.

Benchmark Clarification:

People interact with their environment every day. They changethdar surroundingsfor
better and for worse. Thephysca environment has the potential to meet human needs
butthere are also limitationsfoundthere as well. For example students need to be aware
of and undestand the consequences of building afactory in thar area. Thee will
probably beincreased employment and more availability of goods However, there may



also be problems such as pollution, resource depletion, and land degradation. Students
need to recognize and evaluae these results.

Socia Studies/Strand I1/Content Standard 3/Middle School

Benchmark 1

L ocate and describe major econonic activities and occupaionsof maor world regions
and explain thereasonsfor ther locations

Benchmark Clarification:

Population and naural resources are distributed unevenly across the Earth. How people
use these resources often determine econonic activities and occupaionsof the
popuktion. Asit says in Geography for Life, GEconomic activities dgoend uponcapital,
resources, power supplies, labor, information, andland OThisis changing, as theworld
becomes more and more interdependent. Students need to undestand econormic systems
in terms of thereasonsfor ther placement and thejudificationsbehind thar existence in
order to better fundion within them.

Socia Studies/Strand |1/Content Standard 3/Middle School
Benchmark 2
Explain how govenments have divided land and sea areas into different regions

Benchmark Clarification:

Oneof thebasic lessonstha students learn in geography class is the difference between
physcal and political maps Political maps show human-made divisionsof counties or
regionsas oppokd to natural features foundon physical maps Students need to
undestand how govenments throughoutthe history of theworld have divided, controlled
and named variousregionsof the earth. By studying the processes and paterns of
govanmental involvement in the setting of boundaies and the development of counties,
students can better undestand thar own county and the world aroundthem.

Socia Studies/Strand 11/Content Standard 3/Middle School

Benchmark 3

Describe how and why people, goodsand services, and information move within world
regionsand between regions

Benchmark Clarification:

People and places do not exist in isolation. Because places are unique people movefrom
oneto another to ge thethingsthat they want and need. Goodsand information also
move from place to place as people need or want them. Movement hd psusundestand
therelationdhip among places. It tells ushow people make contact with others. People,
goods and ideas are congantly moving aroundtheworld. As theworld becomes more
and more interdependent movement becomes faster and more prevalent.

Socia Studies/Strand I1/Content Standard 3/Middle School
Benchmark 4



Describethe maor economc and political connestionsbetween the United States and
different world regionsand explain ther causes and consquences.

Benchmark Clarification:

Theworld is changing and shrinking figuratively as globd interdependence increases.
Economic and sodal pdaternsare changing at an ever-increasing rate as the world
becomes more technologically advanced. Varioustreaties and agreements between the
countiesinvolved have formalized many of these connections Students need to
undestand tha they are members of aglobd sodety and notjud citizensof one
paticular county. By studying some of these connectionsthey can better realize the
paternsof trade and alliances that result from global interdependence.

Social Studies/Strand I1/Content Standard 4/Middle School
Benchmark 1
Draw a sketch map of theworld from memory.

Benchmark Clarification:

Mapsare oneof themain tools of geography. It isessential tha students undestand how
to read, comprehend, and make a variety of mapsso tha they can develop away to
communicate spatialy. Students begin with the conagpt of mental mapping ona small
scale with pictures of ther home and school, expanding ther mapsas thar knowledgeof
theworld grows. By bang able to visualize theworld students can better undestand
news stories and other discussionsof world events.

Socia Studies/Strand 11/Content Standard 4/Middle School

Benchmark 2

Locate and describe major cultural, economic, political and environmental features of
Africa, Europe Asia, Audraiaand North and South America and the processes tha
created them.

Benchmark Clarification:

Thereisinfinite variety in theworld. Students need to begin to see and undestand the
concepts behind the myriad of features presented to them. Ethnoeentrism, abdief tha
oneisthecenter of theuniverse, can beavoided if students study and begin to undestand
thefactors of culture, econonics and politics of the world@ peoples. By locating and
describing many of these characteristics students begin to appreciate thediverse values
they will encounter in amulticultura world.

Socia Studies/Strand 11/Content Standard 4/Middle School

Benchmark 3

Describe mgjor paternsof world popuktion, physcal features, ecosystems, cultures and
explain some of thefactors causng them.

Benchmark Clarification:



Students need to see, undestand and appreciate the paternsof relationsips between the
people, places and environments in theworld. For example, students need to study many
different cultures on variousparts of theglobein order to undestand how people choos
to livein these areas. Thisknowledgewill hdp them to appreciate therole that culture
playsin therelationsipsbetween counties and governmentsin the moden world.
Population dengty and distribution are a so studied to better undestand the earth as our
home.

Social Studies/Strand |1/Content Standard 4/Middle School

Benchmark 4

Compare major world regionswith respect to cultures, econony, govenment systems,
environment, and communications

Benchmark Clarification:

Students need to know aboutthe world and thar place in it. By studying cultures and
other aspects of variousregionsand counties, students can begin to organize and make
sense of theworld in which they live. They need to look at the people of theworld and
thar relationdhip to ther environment. How people use theresourcesin thar area, how
they design political and economic systems and how this all interacts is necessary
knowledgefor thecitizen of theworld in the21g century.

Socia Studies/Strand 11/Content Standard 5/Middle School
Benchmark 1
Describe how soda and scientific changesin regionsmay have globd consequences.

Benchmark Clarification:

Plane Earth is home to more than six billion people and still growing. This number has
doubkd in jud forty years. Thisrapid growth islinked to soda aswell as scientific
changesin theworld. Students need to undestand the interdegpendence of the people and
thar environment if they are to make informed decisionsfor thar future. Using the
knowledgethey gain from studying these issues, they will make appropriate choices for
sugaining, protecting, and improving thar world.

Socia Studies/Strand |1/Content Standard 5/Middle School
Benchmark 2
Describe the geographic aspects of events taking place in different world regions

Benchmark Clarification:

Asit says on page 103in Geography for Life, G5eography is the key to nations peoples,
andindividuds being able to devel op a coheent undeastanding of the causes, meanings
and effects of the physcal and humen events that occur-and are likely to occur-on Earth®
surface.OThus our students need to be able to apply their geographic knowledgeto
events hgppening in theworld. They will find thisskill to bevaluable nat only in thar
school career but even more so as they become adults and have to deciphea information
and make informed decisions




Socia Studies/Strand I1/Content Standard 5/Middle School

Benchmark 3

Explain how elements of the physical geography, culture, and history of theregion may
beinfluenang current events.

Benchmark Clarification:

In order to fully undestand events taking place in variousregionsaroundtheworld,
students need information onthe physcal aswell asthat cultural environment of thearea.
Wha has hgppened in the past influences wha is occurring at the present time. The past
of many regionshas important messages for the student of today. Viewing current issues
througha variety of lenses can hdp students to explain why events hgppened. It also
leadsto thar undestanding of events taking place in theworld today.

Socia Studies/Strand 1V /Content Standard 1/Middle School

Benchmark 1

Use econoric reasoning when comparing price, qudity and features of goodsand
services.

Benchmark Clarification:

Students need to assess theinformation tha they receive everyday. In order to make
intelligent and well reasonad choices they mug have the skills to obtain, compare, and
andyze thisinformation. By developing econormic reasoning skills and applying
econonic knowedgestudents will be able to make effective choices in theglobd market
of today and tomorrow. The econonically literate citizen is an effective paticipant in this
market place.

Social Studies/Strand 1V/Content Standard 1/Middle School
Benchmark 3
Andyze thereliability of information when making economic decisions

Benchmark Clarification:

The printed word carries much weight and credibility with people. We mug teach our
students to think critically when reading, discussing and especialy when making
decisons They neaed to remember that everything written or spoken by themedia does
not carry the same measure of credibility. To make decisonstha will enhance thar
econonic freedom students mug be able to distinguish facts from opinion and feel
confident that they can research thefacts for reliability

Socia Studies/Strand 1V /Content Standard 5/Middle School
Benchmark 1
|dentify thecurrent and potential contributionsof nationd and world regionsto trade

Benchmark Clarification:



Astheworld in which our students live becomes more and more interdependent, they
rely on othersto produe many of the goodsand services tha they need or want.
Different counties and regionsof theworld have specialized produdsthat are traded
with others. When students undestand this conacept they will also identify what they do
best, realizing that they can seek other goodsand services from other sources. They will
begin to appreciate why an econorny that allows people to tradefreely resultsin highe
levels of produdion for everyoneinvolved.

Socia Studies/Strand 1V /Content Standard 5/Middle School

Benchmark 3

Describethe historical development of the different means of payment such as barter,
preciousmetals, or currency to facilitate exchange

Benchmark Clarification:

Thetruevaueof money liesin thegoodsand services tha it can buy. By studying the
history of variousforms of trade students can unde'stand how money came into existence
and why it continues to be of importance. They should know how money has replaced
barter in our econony and howthisin turn has alowed people to be able to speciaize.
Undeastanding how money works in asodety will hdp students to make better choices
when dealing with banking, naiond policies, andinflation.

Socia Studies/Strand V/Content Standard 1/Middle School

Benchmark 1

Locate and interpret information aboutnaural environments and cultures of counties
usngavariety of primary and seconday sources and el ectronic technologies, induding
computers and telecommunicationswhere appropriate.

Benchmark Clarification:

Place geography, tha is recognizing and locating places on the globeg is an area of
knowledgetha students will use throughou their lives. Being able to accurately identify
the spot where an event takes place in a news story, aregion where anaura disaster has
occurred or the site of abusness deal will enable sudentsto better undestand what is
hagppening there. A variety of methodscan be used to achieve this god.

Social Studies/Strand V/Content Standard 1/Middle School

Benchmark 2

Use traditiond and electronic meansto organize socia science information and to make
maps graphs andtables.

Benchmark Clarification:

Thelanguage of sodal science is often written in the form of maps graphsand tables.
Such visud representationsof facts, data and other information are foundthroughout
articles, media presentationsand textbooks Having the ability to unde'stand and interpret
this information addsto the comprehengon of thefacts presented. By condructing such



tools, thestudent will add to their undestanding of wha these charts, maps and tables
represent.

Socia Studies/Strand V/Content Standard 1/Middle School

Benchmark 3

Interpret sodal science information aboutthe natural environment and cultures of
counties fromavariety of primary and seconday sources.

Benchmark Clarification:

Once the students have collected and organized socia science information it is necessary
for them to interpret it. Interpreting information meanstha the students take an active
role in theinformation gathering process. They must ask who, wha, why, when and
where to obtain a better undestanding of the situation. In order to do thisin a compeent
manne the student mug access avariety of resources, being able to distinguish between
seconday, that is second-hand and primary or first-hand sources.

Socia Studies/Strand V/Content Standard 2/Middle School
Benchmark 1
Pose a sodal science question abouta culture, world region, or internationd problem.

Benchmark Clarification:

It has been said tha we should judgea person not by the answers he gives butrather by
the questionstha heasks. To ask athoughtul question onemud have already carefully
studied the situaion. The question then sets the stage for the investigaion tha would
follow. Theinvestigaionwould bethenext step after asking athoughtul question.

Socia Studies/Strand V/Content Standard 2/Middle School

Benchmark 2

Gather and andyze information usng appropriate information technologies to answer the
question posed.

Benchmark Clarification:

Theamountof informationin theworld is growing rapidly. It isnow virtudly impossible
for anyoneto know theansversto all the variousquestionswith which they will be faced
throughoutthar lifetime. Thus we mug teach our students how to access information
fromavariety of sources. Knowing howto ask questionsand then where to look for the
ansvers to these questionswill prepare out students to deal with theissuesfacingthem in
thefuture

Socia Studies/Strand V/Content Standard 2/Middle School
Benchmark 3
Condruc an answer to the question posed and suppot ther answer with evidence.

Benchmark Clarification:



Oneof themog important skills tha students can develop istha of congructing
knowledgeable answers to variousquestions Throughoutthar school years and aso thar
lifein general there will always be questionsneeding to be answered. By honing this
skill, students will beable to intelligently deal with questionsand problems, usng
research and prior knowledge Students also need to practice suppoting thar answers
with theinformation they have gahered.

Social Studies/Strand V/Content Standard 2/Middle School

Benchmark 4

Report theresults of thar investigation induding procedures followed and possible
aternaive condusons

Benchmark Clarification:

While conduding an investigaion a student will complete four steps These indude
posngaquestion, gahering and andyzing information, congructing answers suppoted
with evidence and findly reporting theresults. Thisfind step isvery important, asitisa
culminaion of thework tha the student has doneon a particular topic or issue They
should organize theinformation so that it can bereported in aclear and conase manne.
Thisisaskill tha they asresponsble citizenswill be able to use al of ther lives.

Social Studies/Strand V1/Content Standard 1/Middle School
Benchmark 2
Trace the originsof a publicissue

Benchmark Clarification:

A publicissueisany issuetha affects thepublic. Typically, the public has varying
opinionsaboutit. There also may notbe an easy way to solve a public issue because it@
difficult to have people agree on how it should be solved. Examples of public issues are
taxes, guncontrol, or crime. Students will find theorigins (or beginningg of a paticular
publicissue

Socia Studies/Strand VI/Content Standard 1/Middle School
Benchmark 3
Explain how culture and experiences shagpe postionstha people take onan issue

Benchmark Clarification:

Each person® culture and experiences have a profoundeffect onthedr outiookin life.
Some cultures allow for harsh punishments for crimes committed, while others do nat,
regardless of the crime. Also, a person might experience wha it@ like to be arrested and
treated unfairly where tha person later decides tha he or shewould notwish tha kind of
treatment uponanyoneelse. All of these factors play arolein determining what postion
apersonwill take onanissue Students will need to explain how culture and experiences
shgpe postionstha people take onan issue

Socia Studies/Strand VI/Content Standard 2/Middle School
Benchmark 1



Engage each other in convasations, which attempt to clarify and resolve naiond and
internaiond policy issues.

Benchmark Clarification:

Convesationsrefer to discussion between students. Nationd and internaiond policy
issues are issues tha affect the United States only (nationd), or our relationswith other
counties (internationd). Examples of naiond issues are health care, guncontrol, and
taxes. Examples of internaiond issues are therole of theU.S. military abroad, trade
agreements (i.e. NAFTA), andterrorism. Studentswill have to engage each othe in
convasations, which attempt to clarify and resolve nationd and internaiond policy
iSsues.

Socia Studies/Strand VI/Content Standard 3/Middle School
Benchmark 1
Compo<e essays expressing decisonson naiond and internationd policy issues.

Benchmark Clarification:

Nationd and internaiond policy issues are issues tha affect the United States only
(naiond), or our relationswith other counties (internationd). Examples of naiond
issues are hedlth care, guncontrol, and taxes. Examples of interndiond issues are the
role of the U.S. military abroad, trade agreements (i.e. NAFTA), and terrorism. Students
will create essays expressing decisions on naiond and internaiond policy issues.

Social Studies/Strand V11/Content Standard 1/Middle School
Benchmark 1
Use laws and othe ethical rulesto evaluae thaer own condud and the conduda of others.

Benchmark Clarification:

Laws aretherules tha we use to goven our sodety. Typically, they are based on ethical
(fair or humane) premises. Students will use laws and other rules, to evaluate their own
condud, as well asthe conduda of others.

Social Studies/Strand VI1/Content Standard 1/Middle School

Benchmark 2

Engagein activitiesintended to contribute to solving anaiond or internaiond problem
they have studied.

Benchmark Clarification:

Activities tha result in respongble persond condud can rangefrom community service
to writing aletter to your Representative. Nationd and internaiond problems refer to
issues tha affect the United States only (naiond), or our relationswith other counties
(internaiond). Examples of naiond problemsthecrimerate, illegd immigration, and
theliteracy rate. Examples of internaiond problems are theterrorism, military invasions
(i.e. Kosovo or Ethiopia), and nudear proliferation. Students have to engagein activities



intended to contribute to solving anaiond or internaiond problem tha they have
studied.



