Harbor Springs High School Marching Band


Hello Harbor Springs High School Marching Band!  I trust you have all recovered from camp and have been enjoying the remainder of your summer.  Before I get to the upcoming events, I want to say one more time how great you were at camp and what a joy it was for me and the rest of the staff to work with you.  Seeing both you and our show develop throughout that week was really amazing.    


Hopefully this is not new information, but I did want to remind you of our schedule for this upcoming Thursday, September 2nd.  It is as follows:

4:30-5:30
Rehearsal at the middle school band room – music only 

5:30-6:15
Pizza dinner provided by the boosters at the middle school

6:30
Meet at stadium to warm-up for pre-game (you will need to get your instrument 


over to the stadium – please see me if this is a problem)

9:45
Approximate ending time of the game

Please bring a flip folder and a lyre if you have one – you will need them.  If you do not own one, I can provide it, but it would help all of us if those who do own either to bring them.  It is always expected that you are on time, but this rehearsal is especially important that we begin at 4:30 (plan to arrive at 4:15-4:20 so that this can happen) because we have much to do in one short hour.  In addition to the National Anthem and our Fight Song, we will review a few stand tunes and see how much we remember of our half time show (we won’t be marching, but we may choose to play some of the show music in the stands).   Plan to stay for the entire game.  We will do our best to play throughout and support our team.    Our “uniform” for the evening is the same as the 4th of July parade, khakis and the latest band T-shirts.  

Uniform Fittings

Please note that this is a change from the original schedule due to sports conflicts

September 7:  4-7pm

September 8:  3-4 and 6-8

September 9:  3-4 and 6-8

EVERYONE must be fitted by 8pm, September 9.  Our second home game is on the 10th!

Upcoming Fruit Sale

As has been the case for many years, our annual Fruit Sale will happen once again this November.  Please ask your son or daughter about making an order (or see the web site) and plan to make a purchase this Fall.  Please encourage friends and family to make a purchase as well.  It is a great product at a fair price and obviously benefits our students one way or another.  

Help Wanted

We have been very fortunate that Laurie Ford has been willing to head up the Fruit Sale over the past number of years.  With the upcoming graduation of her daughter Emily, this will be her last year as the chairperson running the sale.  We are hoping that we can get someone to volunteer to be a “co-chair” this Fall so that Laurie can answer questions now, with the expectation to take over the following year.  If you have any interest in helping in this way, please know that Laurie has done an excellent job developing a program that will need mostly guidance, not reinvention.  Please contact her directly or call Mr. Ruddy if interested.

Olesons and Box Top for Education Fundraisers

Many of you know that our band program can earn money by simply collecting Olesons receipts and/or “Box Tops for Education” from General Mills products.  Please keep this in mind as you shop, or use the many products you likely already have in your kitchen.  Both the box tops and receipts can be turned in at the MS band office.  

Practicing at Home

We all understand that it will take some time to get our performance skills up to the level of where we had it at the end of band camp.  However, the more practice that takes place at home over the next week or so will have a direct impact on how soon we can be “performance ready” with what I believe is going to be a huge hit with our audience.  Please do not let our rehearsal on the 2nd be the first time you have played since band camp!  We all need each other to work toward our mutual goal of achieving an outstanding performance level.  This is going to happen, but it would be great to have it happen sooner rather than later.    

Web Site Updates

Keep in mind that the band web site can be found by going through the Harbor Springs Schools web site.  Most questions regarding schedules or other upcoming events can be answered by the information found there.  

Thank you in advance for your continued support.  I am looking forward to a great year!  

See you on the 2nd!

Mr. Ruddy

