Harbor Springs Bands

A short update

The Good News  

Many students have made great progress over the last two weeks!  

The inevitable reality

Most of the initial excitement of doing something new is likely ending, and students are beginning to realize that succeeding in band is going to take effort.  Expect that your son or daughter is going to be less enthusiastic over the next few weeks and consider using this as an opportunity to teach the idea that some things in life take time to develop and that committing to something may require us to “stick with it” even when there isn’t immediate gratification.  

What you can do  

Please continue to encourage your son or daughter to practice at home.  I understand that everyone is busy, but I would argue that everyone could find 10-20 minutes most nights to practice.  The number one priority needs to be note recognition.  There are a number of students who still “don’t know the notes.”  Keep in mind that students need only to know 5 notes at this point.  They need to be able to identify them on the staff and know where the notes are located on the keyboard, slide positions, or ”fingerings.”  Finally, they need to be able to produce these notes on their instruments, which can only happen through regular practice.  For those who have some musical training, the students should know the first five notes of the Bb concert scale.  Try to schedule short practice sessions throughout the week and, if possible, have your son or daughter “perform” for you.  Finally, remind them that improvement is a little like growing:  it is going to happen even though they may not notice it.

As always, please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Patrick Ruddy

