Harbor Springs Middle School

General Music Syllabus 2009 – 2010

Instructor: Mr. Patrick Ruddy

This course is designed to explore the ways music enriches our lives. Through listening, performing, and creating music, students investigate the many ways we express ourselves through the language of music.  Although the focus of the course will be participation/performance oriented, many of the following topics will also be discussed throughout the class.   

· Definition of music 

· Basic notation of both rhythm and pitch 

· Music history 

· World cultural musical styles 

· Musical forms

· Performing (wind and/or percussion) 

· Elements of composition 

· Careers in music

· Famous performers/composers 

· Conducting

· Instruments 

· Musical theater

· Film scores 

Many of the above topics will be discussed through the use of supplemental handouts, recordings, short video presentations, along with wind and percussion instruments.    

Students will be given a folder in which all class information will be organized.  These folders will be kept in the band room.  

Grading of achievement will be based on the following criteria –

Daily Participation 20%

Students will be expected to participate in class discussions, along with class performance.    

Written Daily Assignments 20%

Short written assignments will be given as needed throughout the class.  Assignments will be designed so that they may be completed within class.  However, if additional time is needed, students will be allowed to submit them at the start of class the following day.    

Projects 20%

Students will select a minimum of two “projects” from the list below.  Students are welcome to suggest other areas of musical interest, although Mr. Ruddy must approve all topics in advance.    .

· Preparation of a solo (percussion), or participation in an ensemble

· Analysis of a musical performance 

· Investigation and presentation of a musical career

· Creation of homemade instruments

· Composition of original musical works

Quizzes/Tests 20%

Quizzes and/or tests will be assigned as needed throughout the class.  

Student presentations/reports 20%
Toward the end of the course, each student will be asked to present a topic or his or her choice to the class (10-15 minutes in length).  Students may choose to further explore any of the topics introduced in class, or discuss other areas of musical interest.  As in the case with suggested projects, Mr. Ruddy must approve topics.      

